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SATURDAY, July 


8 HE Brrron, when he made his firft appear- 
@ ance, undertook to refute the falfe reafonings, 
and expofe the mifreprefentations of thofe wri- 
ters who make it their bufinefs to deceive and 
) miflead the public. They have now fallen upon 
SN a method of evading the force of argument, and 
weer.) {creening themfelves from the danger of refuta- 
~~ tion. The North Briton in particular, is become 
a new Atalantis, and deals, not in politics, but in fcandal ; fcandal 
the moft atrocious that malice could conceive, or impudence pro- 
mulgate. His laft Week’s paper is fuch a fhocking compofition, 
that it is impoffible to comment upon it, without tharing the cri- 
minality of its author, and becoming in fome fort an accomplice 
of that abandoned {cribbler, whom every gentlernan, every honeft 
mind, and every loyal fubjeét muft hold in abhorrence and detefta- 
tion. 

Anp here I cannot help viadicating myfelf from an afperfion 
thrown upon me by the author of ‘a letter in laft Tuefday’s Ga- 
zetteer, whoteking upon him the tafk of characterifing public 
writers, fays, ‘* The fum of the Briton’s doétrine is irreconcile~ 
“< able to common fenfe, as he will not fuffer it to be believed that 
““ Mr. P+-tt ever did any fervice to the nation, or that he ever 
“ was actuated by any other principles than thofe of ambition and 
‘“avarice.”’ How far this author ig a judge of what is reconcile- 
able to common fenfe, I fhall not give myfelf the trouble to en- 


quire: but, he will find it difficult to reconcile his affertions to 
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common veracity. The fum of the Briton’s doctrine was to vin- 
dicate his $ ——n, and his S——n’s faithful fervant, from the in- 
famous calumnies with which they had been traduced ; and Mr. 
P—tt was never mentioned but as he was infeparably connected 
with the fubject: but, I will defy this letter-writer to produce one 
paflage in any paper of the Briton, inculcating a belief that Mr. 

—tt never did any fervice to the nation, or that he was actuated 
by motives of avarice, which indeed I never took to be part of his 
charaéter, and therefore I was the more furprifed when he ac- 
cepted of a penfion. 


‘am fides, et pax, et honor, pudorque 
Prifcus, et neglecta redire virtus 


Audet Hor. 


To the BRITON. 
SIR, 
= HE only objections which the enemies of peace have ftarted, 


& inorder to impede and fruftrate the endeavours of thofe whe 
with to put an end to the war, may be reduced to thefe two pro- 
pofitions. We are bound by treaty with the K—g of P— a, 
to continue the war until he fhall agree to the terms of pacifica- 
tion; fo that by making a feparate peace, we fhall difoblige that 
illuftrious ally, and violate the good faith of the nation. 

Tue finances of the French king, and all his refources are ex- 
haufted, and another campaign will reduce him fo low, that he 
will be glad to fue for peace, and accept it on any terms we may 
think proper to impofe. 

Wiru regard to the firft of thefe arguments, I know of no en- 
gagements with P——ffia, or any other power, by which this na- 
tion is obliged to truckle to the ambition or caprice of any ally 
whatfoever. It isa maxim adopted by all civilians, that no ftate 
can be bound by any treaty, which fhall turn out manifeftly preju- 
dicial to its intereft, becaufe it is always fuppofed, that every en- 
gagement of this nature, is contracted with a view to felf-prefer- 
vation, or public advantage ; therefore every treaty in which thefe 
ends are fhamefully facrificed, muft be ipfo faéfo void and of no 
effect : for, itis a felf-evident abfurdity to fuppofe that any com- 
munity can knowingly betray its own concerns. That our treaty 
with P—a, had neither our prefervation, our intereft, or honour 


Ai, in view, but, was indeed deftructive of all three, hath been fo 
he often demonftrated, that every thinking man is now convinced on 
Hi the fubje@t; therefore the nation has a right to renounce, nay, it 
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‘is our duty to withdraw ourfelves from ‘fuch a pernicious alliance. 
This is ‘a right which hath been exercifed by all ftates, and in 
‘all ages, and without which, every federal conneétion might be 
‘converted into a fhameful bond of perpetual flavery. For ex- 
ample, if a weak or wicked minifter fhould entangle his country 
in the trammels of an alliance, by which fhe is bound to fupport at 
‘an immoderate expence, a foreign prince of boundlefs ambition and 
infatiable rapacity ; a royal free-booter, whofe triumphs are attend- 
‘ed with horror and diftrefs; whofe progrefs ismarked by mifery 
and defolation. Suppofe it is ftipulated in the treaty, that neither 
of the contracting parties fhall make peace without the content of 
the other; fhould this ambitious prince, finding his account in 
protracting a war, of which hisally bears the whole burden, 
while he reaps the whole profit, reject every overture of peace, 
and refufe the moft equitable terms of accommodation ; would it 
not be the height of folly, madnefs, and injuitice, in that ally to 
perfift in draining its treafures, ftretching its credit, and accumu- 
lating its own burdens, to fupport him in his career of cruelty 
and ufurpation ? 
Ir would be quite fuperfluous to confirm what I have faid, by 
inftances drawn from hiftory and experience, becaufe there is 
{carce one example on record, of a confederacy formed of diffe- 
rent powers, in which particular ftates have not feparated them- 
felves from the general alliance. The K—g of P—a himfelf, has 
fhewn how little he thought himfelf bound by treaties in feme 
particularemergencies: witnefs his conduct during the laft troubles 
of Germany, when in the very bofom of peace, he, without any 
previous intimation, made a fudden irruption into Saxony, and 
took poffeflion of Drefden. If he is really author of the examen 
of Machiavel’s Prince, it is his own maxim, that there are fome 
melancholy and difagreeable occafions, which oblige a prince to 
infringe his treaties and alliances: but this fhould be done in an 
honourable manner, by giving his allies timely notice, that he in- 
tends to feparate himfelf from them: and never proceed to fuch 
extremities, unlefs compelled to them ‘by his attention to his 
people's fafety. And here I cannot help mentioning another re- 
mark which occurs in the fame performance, and may be turn- 
ed upon his P—n M—y, like one of his own cannon in the 
field of battle. “ Princes (fays he) fometimes explain the natures 
“ of their proceedings in a manifefto, and prefently after, act in 
“« direét contradiction to their own declarations; but fuch hazardous 
“ ftrokes foon deftroy all truft and dependance ; and the earlier 
‘they happen, the more fhamelefs does their prevarication ap- 
“ pear,” The application will be obvious to thofe who read the 
P—n monarch’s manifefto, publifhed the very day on which he 
invaded S——y, at the beginning of the prefent war, and compare 
it with bis fubfequent conduct. 
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To return from this digreflion, the /alus popult, is certainly the 
Juprema lex, which muft fupercede all other ties and confidera- 
tions; and this, I apprehend, may be adduced as one reafon to 
detach us from the P—n alliance, if that alliance cannot be re~ 
tained without our confenting to perpetuate the war. But if this 
reafon did not exift in its full force, there is another gate open, 
through which we may make a very honourable retreat. The 
engagement with P—a was contracted in a former reign, 1n con- 
fequence of a plan, which perhaps his prefent M—y does not ap- 

rove, and therefore is not bound to purfue. Nothing can be more 
abfurd, than to affirm, that the rath or partial connections of a de- 
ceafed prince are binding upon his fucceflor; or that the national 
faith is engaged for the obiervance of a treaty, in which the na- 
tional honour and intereft were equally facrificed. 

Tue only queftion that deferves confideration is, whether we 
have more to apprehend from that ally’s refentment, than-we have 
to fuffer by his friendfhip, Should he feize H———-r as he 
has already taken poffeflion of S—y; it is the duty, the intereft 
of the Germanic body to fee juftice done to any of its conftituent 
members that fhall be opprefled: but thould they neglect their 
duty and intereft on fuch an occafion, I hope the elector of H—r 
will never again have influence enough with the K—g of G—t 
B—n, to engage him in a war for retrieving it, that fhall coft his 
k n:dom annually, for a feries of years, nore than double the value 
of the country indifpute. Should he, on the other hand, difarm 
the B—fh troops in Weftphalia, or, as he dealt with the S—ns, 
diffolve the Englifh regiments, and incorporate the men by compul- 
fion in his own army; we may, for this difgrace, thank that 
m r who fent the flower of the Englith foldiery to ferve as 
an auxiliary corps to their own mercenaries, under the conduct of 
a foreigner, who is known to be the creature of his P—n M—y, 
a foldier of fortune, whofe intereft it is to hufband the war; who, 
unlefs he is reftrained by principle, has it in his power to infult, 
to opprefs, to embezzle, without being called to account, without 
being amenable to any Britith jurifdiction. : 

Havine thus explained the nature of our national obligations to 
P—a, I thall now confider the other objection to a peace, which is 
founded on the fuppofed diftrefs of the French government. That 
the French king’s treafury was exhaufted to the laft livre, his re- 
ve iue anticipated, and the credit of his government bankrupt, we 
heard repeated and re-echoed every feaion, fince the clofe of the 
fecond campaign; but every fucceeding fummer has proved the 
falfehood of this clamour. Certain it is, the marine and naviga~ 
tion ef France have been for fome time ruined, confequently their 
naval commer¢e mult be greatly impaired ; though perhaps, even 
in this particular, the war has not been fo fatal to her as is gene- 
rally {uppofed. She has continued to manage a confiderale traffic 
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in neutral bottoms; and it is a melancholy truth, that many of 
her fea-ports have been enriched, and thrive exceedingly, by the 
fuccefs of their privateers, againft which we can have no effec- 
tual remedy. Over and above this external commerce, every body 
knows that France has a very confiderable internal trade by 
virtue of her wines, her manufactures, hats, laces, filks, ituffs, 
toys, and a great number of articles of luxury and ‘convenience, 
which are purchafed in large quantities all over the continent. 
By thefe means they lay all their neighbours, and even England it- 
jelf under contribution : for the Britith money expended in Welft- 
phaliz' and Brandenburg, circulates through all Germany, and 
great part of it centers at Hamburgh, and other cities where 
French modes prevail, and French commodities are vendible. 

_ Ir cannot be denied, that Lewis XIV. maintained a war 
of ten years againft all Europe, and produced four (fometimes 
five) armies in the field at one time, before his kingdom reaped 
the leaft advantage from one external colony. The fame finews 
remain in full vigour, though the burden is much more eafily 
borne. It may feem a paradox, (but it is true) that their burdens 
have been lightened by their difafters. They are now eafed of 
the heavy expence incurred by maintaining a numerous fleet, and 
{trong garrifons in thofe colonies which we have fubdued; and 
our expence multiplies in the fame proportion. ‘They no longer 
pay fubfidies to Ruffia and Sweden; but, onthe contrary, receive 
continual pecuniary fupplies from the court of Madrid. Their 
great, and almoft their whole expence then is limited to the war 
in Germany, which, I “infift upon it, they are able to maintain 
without contracting one fhilling of debt, or laying any heavy addi- 
tional impofition on their people. The army of France, in time 
of peace, falls very little fhort of two hundred thoufand men;.a 
number, more than fufficient to afford fuch armies as we cannot 
over-match in Weftphalia. Her ftanding revenue, clear of all 
anticipation or mortgage, amounts to feven millions fterling, 
which, confidering the fmalnefs of their military appointments, 
the low price of labour among them, and the oeconomy with 
which their affairs are managed, will go very near as far as double 
the fum in the Englith fervice. The extraordinary charge incurred 
by marching their army with a train of artillery into Weftphalia, 
will be more than over-balanced by thefe favings; and every per- 
{on of common fenfe will forefee the confequence. France will 
be enabled to protraét the war in that country, without devifing 
new taxes, borrowing on remote funds, or adding to her national 
incumbrances; while Great Britain will run every year in- debt, 
more than the whole amount of the French revenue, until all her 
refources are drained, and her credit utterly extinguifhed. How 


fyon this will be the cafe, heaven alone can tell. Public cred is 
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delicate and fugitive : it often depends upon the breath of a capri- 
cious multitude; and hath hitherto flourifhed and expanded beneath 
the warm fun of uninterrupted triumph .and fuccefs: but, the 
Jeaft reverfe of fortune, the fofteft whifper of national mifcarri- 
ave or defeat, may fhrivel it up at once, and blaft it beyond all 
hope of recovery.—But this is a difagreeable theme. The anar- 
chy and horror that would enfue, will, I hope, be effectually 
prevented by a fpeedy, fafe, and honourable peace. {n this hope, 


lam, 
SIR, 
Your very humble fervant, 

ATTICUS, 
( Zo be continued. 
, i : Printed for J. COOTE, at the King’:- Arms, in Paternofler-Row, 
ny i Where may be had the preceding Numbers, 
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